
  

 

TOWN OF LISBON 

PUBLIC HEARING 

FEBRUARY 13, 2013 

LISBON TOWN HALL 
 

Present:  

 Supervisor James Armstrong    Councilmember Alan Dailey   

 Town Clerk Donna McBath    Councilmember Nathanael Putney 

Attorney Charles Nash, Esq.,     Councilmember Gary Jarvis 

Highway Superintendent Timothy Dow   

Financial Advisor:  William Dashnaw 

 

Absent: Councilmember Susan Duffy 

      

Guest:  Legislator Mark Akins 

 

Public hear called to order by Supervisor James Armstrong at 6:15 PM. 

 

Attorney Nash asked the board members that they had read the Short Environmental Assessment 

Form and is everyone agreeable with: 

Local Law Providing a partial exemption from taxation to persons sixty-five years of age or 

order pursuant to the provisions of Section 467 of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of 

New York. 

 

Councilmember Jarvis made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Dailey declare a negative 

declaration that this Local Law does not affect any environmental issues. 

        Ayes – 4 Nays – 0  

 

Councilmember Dailey made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Putney to adjourn the public 

meeting at 6:30 PM.      Ayes – 4 Nays – 0  



  

 

TOWN OF LISBON 

BOARD MEETING 

FEBRUARY 13, 2013 

LISBON TOWN HALL 
 

Present:  

 Supervisor James Armstrong    Councilmember Alan Dailey   

 Town Clerk Donna McBath    Councilmember Nathanael Putney 

Attorney Charles Nash, Esq.,     Councilmember Gary Jarvis 

Highway Superintendent Timothy Dow   

Financial Advisor:  William Dashnaw 

 

Absent: Councilmember Susan Duffy 

      

Guest:  Legislator Mark Akins, Sean Ewart – Ogdensburg Journal 

 

 1. Meeting Called to Order for the Town Board Meeting 

Supervisor James Armstrong called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM. 

 

2. Pledge Allegiance 

 

3. Minutes Approvals 

A. January 9, 2013 

Councilmember made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Jarvis to approve the meeting 

minutes of January 9, 2013.    Ayes – 4 Nays – 0  

 

 4. Town Clerk Report January 2013 

Councilmember Dailey made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Jarvis to approve the Town 

Clerk’s Report for January 2013.   Ayes – 4 Nays – 0  

 

 5.  Approval of Town Justice Reports 

Councilmember Putney made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Jarvis to accept the Justice 

Reports for January 2013.    Ayes – 4 Nays – 0  

 

 6. Approval of Abstracts 

Councilmember Dailey made a motion, seconded by Supervisor Armstrong to approve the 

abstracts. 

a.  General $16,771.05 

b.  Highway $17,448.08 

c.  Water $626.40 

d.  Sewer $2830.25 

  

Total $37,675.78 

        Ayes – 4 Nays – 0 
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7. Highway Superintendent Report  

A. Gas Quotes 

Company Name 

 

1500 gallons Unleaded >87 

Octane 

Kunoco Oil – Canton No Reply 

MX Petroleum – Massena $3.2990 

Griffith Energy – Rochester No Reply 

Econco Fuels No Reply 

State Contract –  

MX Fuels 

 

$3.2584 

 

 

Lowest Bid for Gas was from State Contract which will be delivered from MX Fuels for 

$3.2584 plus applicable taxes. 

Councilmember Dailey made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Jarvis to accept the State Bid 

of $ $3.2584 per gallon which will deliver from MX Fuels. 

        Ayes – 4 Nays – 0 

 B. Highway Superintendent Dow stated that the new snow plow is already to go to 

work.  He also stated that we purchased the truck for $106,000.00 and has put a little 

over $21,000.00 to install used harness and dump box on.  He then had it reappraised 

and was quoted for $185,000.00.  Superintendent Dow sated that Madrid has received 

their truck from Viking and Viking installed a used harness and dump box and it cost 

of $60,000.  

 C. Golf Cart – Supervisor Armstrong asked Superintendent Dow into the golf cart that 

was taken to Todd Millers. He wanted to know if the highway department can do any 

to repair it. 

 

8. Report from all Liaisons for committees 
A. Planning Board –  

   1.  Approval of Resignation from Donald Merkley and Patrick Madlin from the  

    Planning Board. 

Councilmember Dailey made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Putney to accept resignations 

from Donald Merkley and Patrick Madlin from the Planning Board. 

        Ayes – 4 Nays – 0 

B. No meeting was held as not enough members attended 

Councilmember Jarvis stated that he had been at 3 planning board meetings and at 

the first meeting there were only 4 members that attended, 2
nd

 meeting there was 

only 3 members and could not approve any site plans.  He asked why the Code 

Enforcement Officer couldn’t approve a single family dwelling if it met with all 

stipulations.  It was approved that Attorney Nash to amend the Local Law from a 

site plan in 2012.  A public hearing will be held before the regular meeting on March 

13, 2013 at 6:15 PM.   

Code Enforcement Officer Sherwin stated that he received a call from Jay 

Livingston and asked if he could a mobile home back onto a cement slab where 

there was a previous mobile home.  He was asked if the previous home has been off 

the slab longer than a year.  Mr. Livingston stated he thought it has been longer,  
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Con’t – Report from Liaisons – Planning Board 

what he can do from there. Code Enforcement Officer Sherwin if it had been less 

than a year he could be grandfathered in.  If it was longer than a year he would have 

to put in a site plan review and at least an acre would have to be separate with its 

own tax map number.  Mr. Livingston asked what would happened if he put a 

mobile home on the lot without a site plan.  Code Enforcement Officer stated then  

he would be ticketed, he then would have to come down in front of a judge and have 

it remove it.  

After the call Code Enforcement Officer Sherwin received another call from Mr. 

Livingston stating that he felt it was less than a year that the mobile home was 

removed from the lot.   

Board members felt that if Livingston puts a home on one of the slabs then it would 

put himself, the Code Enforcement Officer and the Lisbon Town Board at risk if any 

would to happened. 

Attorney Nash stated for the board to make a motion if Mr. Livingston does put a 

home on one of the slap the then the Code Enforcement Office would have the 

authority to take it to Supreme Court to have it removed.  

Councilmember Dailey made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Putney to approve the code 

Enforcement Officer to contact Attorney Nash if a home is put on the stab without an approvable of 

a site plan.       Ayes – 4 Nays – 0 

C. Campground – Campground closed for the season. 

C. Homecoming – No report – Supervisor Armstrong stated that Angie Bigalow does 

not want chairman of the homecoming committee.  He also stated that there has been 

a few people that is interested of being on the committee, but does not want to be 

chairman. 

  D. Museum – No report as the museum was closed for the season. 

  E. Recreation –  

 

  F. Animal Control – Sue Siedlecki – Report attached 

 

 9. Report from Code Enforcement Officer Sherwin 
   A. Stated that his fie inspections are about half done. Also he had issued two permits, 

one for demolition and one for addition. He also stated he received one property maintenance 

complaint and 3 applications for stick built home  

   B. We are in the need for 2 Planning Board Members. 

   C. Unsafe structures.  He wanted to know what the board want him to do with them. 

The law states that a letter needs to be and if not complied then it needs to go 

through the steps to have it cleaned up and charged to the owners. Attorney Nash 

asked for a list of unsafe structures and sends them each a letter to comply, then 

bring the list to the next Town Board Meeting. 

 

 

 10. Report from Legislator –  

  A. Legislator Akins proposed resolution against the new gun control law -  See 

Attachment # 3 

Councilmember Dailey made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Putney to support Resolution 

# 3 Opposing a Number of Provisions Enacted under the New York Safe Act and the Process by 

Which the Act Was Enacted.    Ayes – 4 Nays – 0 
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Con’t Report from Legislator 

  B. Sales Tax - Legislator Akins stated that if we increase sales tax, that the $14 million 

dollars at the county level, would it go to decrease property tax by $14 million.  He 

felt the county would spend a good fortune of it elsewhere.  That is why he is against 

increase the sales tax. 

Councilmember Jarvis made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Dailey agreeing that 

Supervisor Armstrong write a letter in support of there being no increase in sales tax.  If there was 

to be an increase, it would need to be distributed equally between towns, county and city. 

        Ayes – 4 Nays – 0 

 

10. Old Business 

   A. Local Law # 1 - Sr. Citizen Real Property Tax Exemptions 

Councilmember Dailey made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Jarvis to approve Local Law 

#1 of 2013 in Providing a partial exemption from taxation to persons sixty-five years of age or 

order pursuant to the provisions of Section 467 of the Real Property Tax Law of the State of New 

York.      Ayes – 4 Nays – 0 

 

  B. Hepburn Library – Councilmember Putney 

 Councilmember Putney is recommending that the items from the safe at the 

Library be moved to another location.  Putting a humidifier in the safe would 

not do the job of removing the moister.  It was suggest that maybe a space 

could be provided at the Town Hall. 

 Repointing Library Building – Mr. Dashnaw informed us that first we needed 

to get clarification on whether the building is in a NYS Historic building 

listing.  Second, we need to get estimates on how much it would cost to repoint 

the building. 

  C. Pray Road Land - $40,750.00 – there are two more days left on the referendum.  

After two days, if we get no response, then the land will be sold to the Fire 

Department.  

  

 11. New Business 
 A. St. Lawrence County Hazard Mitigation Plan – Councilmember Gary Jarvis attended 

this meeting on January 16, 2013 and gave a report. 

B. Handi-cap ramp at Town Hall.  The ramp that is at the side entrance of the town hall 

is illegal.  There is a need for a longer ramp to make it legal.  It was suggested that 

we put in an elevator and put a cover over it.  Then it was suggested if we tear the 

ramp off, we should dig up at the side of the exterior wall and correct it to stop the 

leakage into the building from the wall. 

C. Insurance Company Inspection. 

 Result from the insurance company inspections are as follows.  We need to respond 

within 60 days with what we are going to do. 

 Highway – chair falls on the beams need to be inspected, The Mezzanine in the 

highway garage does not have a load rating posted.  It was also stated that the 

No Smoking Policy be strictly enforced in all buildings and highway vehicles. 

 Playground equipment – does not meet approval. 

 Score board is damaged.  We need to do something with it. 
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 12. Recognition of Guest –  

   A. Rhonda Roethel – No Comments 

 

 13. Executive Session –  

Councilmember Dailey made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Putney to go into executive 

session concerning union contract negotiation at 8:20 PM.      

        Ayes – 4 Nays – 0 

 

Councilmember Jarvis made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Putney to return to the regular 

Meeting at 8:59 PM.     Ayes – 4 Nays – 0 

 

 14. Adjournment 
Councilmember Dailey made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Putney to adjourn the meeting 

at 9:05 P.M.      Ayes – 4 Nays – 0  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Donna McBath,  

Town Clerk 
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RESOLUTION # 3 of 2013 

OPPOSING A NUMBER OF PROVISIONS ENACTED UNDER THE NEW 

YORK SAFE ACT AND THE PROCESS BY WHICH THE ACT WAS 

ENACTED 
 

By Mr. Paquin, Chair, Operations Committee 

Co-Sponsored by Mr. Lightfoot, Legislator, District 3 

 

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States unequivocally guarantees certain rights to its 

citizens, among them being the inalienable right to keep and bear arms in defense of 

life, liberty and property: and  

WHEREAS,  the Supreme Court of the United States, in the case District of Columbia v. Heller 

(554 U.S. 570), decided June 26,2008, the court held that the Second Amendment 

protects an individual right to possess a firearm unconnected with service in a 

militia, and to use that firearm for traditionally lawful purposes, such as self- defense 

within the home, and 

WHEREAS, in another landmark decision the same Supreme Court, in the case McDonald v. 

Chicago, decided June 28, 2010, held that the right of an individual to “keep and 

bear arms” is protected by the Second Amendment and further, “is incorporated by 

the Due Process Claus of the Fourteenth Amendment and applies to the states”, and 

WHEREAS, many of the residents of St. Lawrence County have expressed their displeasure not 

only with the provisions of the NY SAFE act itself, but also the manner and methods 

used to bring it to the floor and vote it into law, and 

WHEREAS,  using a message of necessity from the Governor to bring forth and enact a law that 

has dozens of sections and changes in current laws, but only three of which take 

effect immediately, negates the argument that the speed with which this bill was 

brought forward was necessary, and 

WHEREAS, the sheer size of the bill, the extent of the many new changes it brings and the very 

short time that the bill was made available to the legislature for review, effectively 

precluded discussion and debate on the provisions set forth in the bill, preventing the 

mature development of arguments, both for and against, and 

WHEREAS,  this legislation fails to bring forth any meaningful solutions for dealing with or 

preventing gun violence and the majority of its provisions will affect only law 

abiding gun owners, who were not given the opportunity to express their views or 

otherwise comment on the , and 
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WHEREAS,  while there are provisions of the bill that have merit; e.g. increased penalty for 

killing emergency responders, NICS checks for private sales of firearms, safe 

storage provisions, mental health record review, and increased penalties for the 

illegal use of a weapon, the other provisions of the law, which run roughshod over 

second amendment rights, must be reconsidered and if the new law is to be proposed 

it must be done in the light of the day, and given the time necessary to review its 

provisions, engage in meaningful and constructive debate and allow public review, 

comment and input relative to the content of the bill, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators 

joins with the several other county legislatures in opposing those portions of the NY 

underlying issues that confront our society as a whole, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the St. Lawrence County Board of Legislators strongly 

encourages the members of the New York State Legislature to visit the process that 

led to the adoption of this bill, to allow time for public comment and input on the 

merits of the bill, and to bring forth a bill that addresses the real problems 

confronted by today’s society and not jeopardize the rights of the law abiding 

citizens, and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Andrew 

Cuomo, Senators; Patty Ritchie, Joseph Griffo, Elizabeth Little, Assemblymen: 

Kenneth Blankenbush and Mark Butler, Assemblywomen; Addie Russell and Janet 

Duprey. 
 


